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Kenya: Flood relief for 20,000 people in Budalangi 
 
After the severe flooding of mid-September and 
the broke-down of an embankment in the region 
of Budalangi, Malteser International with 
financial support of the Federal Foreign Ministry 
of Germany distributes mosquito nets, water cans, 
mobile latrines, hygiene articles and blankets to 
about 20,000 flood victims. The health centre in 
Mukhobola is provided with additional medicine 
and infusions in order to fight epidemics such as 
cholera and typhus. - Thousands of people in 
Kenya are still living in temporary shelters which 
by now have formed big camps. The situation in 

these camps is alarming: There is not enough potable water, latrines overflow and create an ideal 
breeding space for epidemics.  
 
Further information: Dr. Georg Nothelle, mailto:georg.nothelle@malteser-international.org  
 
Uganda: Further expansion of flood relief 

 
The current floods in Africa have also severely 
affected the people in northern Uganda. A large 
number of streets and bridges have been 
destroyed, which impeded an immediate access to 
the people. With the financial support of “Aktion 
Deutschland Hilft” (Action Campaign Germany 
helps), Malteser International is distributing 
mosquito nets, water purification tablets and 
medicines to the population affected by the 
floods. Medical teams are going into the villages 
to treat malaria and pneumonia. They also 

organise information and educational campaigns in order to inform the villagers how to prevent an 
outbreak of a cholera epidemic. – Also in northern Uganda, thousands of people have lost their 
livelihoods due to the floods and are now living under poor conditions in temporary camps. 
 
Further information: Dr. Georg Nothelle, mailto:georg.nothelle@malteser-international.org  
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Myanmar I: International Non-Governmental Organisat ions ask for more  
operational space for their humanitarian work 
 
On 17 October, 13 international non-governmental organisations working in Myanmar, among 
them Malteser International, have published a plea for better working conditions and more support 
of the humanitarian workers in the South-East Asian country. “We urge all parties to increase their 
efforts to address the underlying causes of the current situation,” the joint statement says.  The or-
ganisations appeal for “strengthened public sector policies that optimise responses to the humani-
tarian needs of vulnerable people including increased public expenditure in health, education and 
sustainable livelihoods.” The recent increase in fuel prices has exacerbated the already fragile liv-
ing conditions of many people in Myanmar, the organisations point out. Furthermore, they under-
line, that “current social and economic policies have led to conditions which have pushed many 
below subsistence levels, continuously weakening existing coping mechanisms of local communi-
ties.” 
 
At present, 13 international and 160 local Malteser International staff work in three different 
places (in Yangon and in the regions Shan and Rakhine). With an integrated programme approach, 
Malteser International works against the constantly deteriorating situation of the most vulnerable 
groups. In 2006, with financial support of the United Nations, the European Commission and the  
German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development, Malteser International 
reached around 820,000 people. Among its goals are the improvement of accessibility to basic 
health care services, the fight against malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS as well as the provision 
of potable water and basic sanitation for houses, schools and health centres. 

 
In 2001, after a comprehensive analysis of the needs, the social-economical 
and the political conditions and after an in-depth consultation with the UN, the 
European Commission and the German government, Malteser International 
decided to help the most vulnerable people in the neediest regions in 
Myanmar. One of the triggers for this engagement was the fact that by now 
there are more than 150,000 refugees from Myanmar in Thailand, of which 
33,000 have been medically assisted  
in the refugee camps by Malteser International since 1993.  
 

In order to read the complete text of the joint statement, please click here! 
Further information: Stephan Huppertz, mailto:stephan.huppertz@malteser-international.org  
 
Myanmar II: Malteser International fights dengue fever 
 
Like many Asian countries affected by the floods, Myanmar is facing a severe dengue epidemic at 
the moment. The virus causing dengue fever is transmitted by a mosquito that breeds mainly in 
water collections in artificial containers in the environment of human settlements. In the tempo-
rary shelters of the flood victims where drinking water comes from outside sources or from rain-
water harvesting, drinking water is stored in containers that often become breeding places of the 
mosquito. In its project areas, Malteser International struggles against the dengue fever, distribut-
ing medicine and providing the population with blood donations. Moreover, the teams carry out an 
educational campaign at schools. In order to prevent a similar epidemic next year, Malteser Inter-
national plans to provide drainages, latrines and waste management trainings.   
 
Further information: Stephan Huppertz, mailto:stephan.huppertz@malteser-international.org  
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Sri Lanka: Laying of the foundation stone for a new primary school in Kal-
munai 
 

On 18 October, Malteser International laid the foundation 
stone for a new primary school for 400 students in the 
Islamabad ward of Kalmunai Town in the Eastern 
province. The school had been totally destroyed during the 
tsunami in 2004 and is now being reconstructed in 
cooperation with the local educational authorities. 
Teachers, students and parents have also been involved 
within the planning process. This primary school is the last 
one of 17 destroyed schools in Ampara District to be 
reconstructed. Within the next twelve months, two local 

construction companies will construct a two-story building and an adjacent administration com-
plex as well as accommodations for the teachers. For the temporary school which will be used un-
til the new facilities will be finished, Malteser International already provided a new roof and sani-
tation facilities. - The project is financed with donations by the German town councils of Regens-
burg and Halberstadt as well as by the “Wir helfen Kindern e.V.” (we help children)- a charity 
foundation of the German TV channel RTL. 
 
Further information: Dr. Jürgen Clemens, mailto:juergen.clemens@malteser-international.org 
 
Vietnam: Further community development and literacy trainings for Ca Tu 
women 
The Ca Tu ethnic group lives in the remote mountainous area along the border with Laos. Food 
poverty, an overall bad health status of the population, a high malnourishment ratio (45 %) of 
children under five years, the lack of clean water and sanitation facilities, nearly no income due to 
ineffective subsistence farming, as well as insufficient knowledge and expertise on income genera-
tion, agriculture, education and health are the main problems of the population. Especially women 
are disadvantaged and suffer from the poor living conditions. Nearly all women that are more than 
30 years old are illiterates and therefore excluded from all development and decision making 
processes in the villages. That is why, in April 2007, Malteser International started special train-
ings for the women according to the so-called “reflect approach”. In these trainings, the women 
learn to work jointly on their problems, to analyse them and to develop solutions; at the same time 
they acquire basic knowledge in reading, writing and calculating. Thanks to these trainings, the 
women’s ability to communicate and improve their participation in social, economic and political 
life in their villages and districts was considerably increased and the women gained more self-
confidence. Therefore, Malteser International will now provide a second round of trainings with 
financial support from the World Child Foundation. These trainings will help to deepen the 
women’s knowledge and to train further trainers for the region. The activities will mainly be im-
plemented by Ca Tu women themselves who will train their fellow village women in literacy, nu-
meracy and community development tools. These women are literate, have at least five years of 
formal education and were selected by the villages and the Women’s Union as trainers due to their 
outstanding personalities, trust of the community, good relations with villagers and good commu-
nication skills. They will receive support from the primary teachers in the villages who also act as 
trainers. 
 
Further information: Cordula Wasser, mailto:cordula.wasser@malteser-international.org 
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Africa: 
 
On 10 October, Mr  Michael Schlüssel left for Menongue, Angola, to work there as a trainer for 
community-based organisations.  
 
Further information: Renate Esser, mailto:renate.esser@malteser-international.org  
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Martin Aid: Campaign for the people in the Democratic Republic of Congo 

There are many tales and legends told about Saint Martin, the Roman soldier, who 
later became a bishop. The most famous legend is the one in which Saint Martin 
shares his cloak with a freezing beggar in a cold winter night. – Nowadays, on 11 
November, in Germany as well as in many other countries, thousands of 
celebrations and lantern parades take place in memory of Saint Martin.  

Against this background, Malteser Germany has launched the new campaign 
“Martin Aid”, an initiative that is based on the idea of the shared cloak and 
represents the ideals of our work: We know that there are people in need and want 
to help them spontaneously. The idea is to include Martin Aid into the celebrations 
and lantern parades and to share the proceeds with Malteser International for 
projects in Africa and Asia. Therefore, the initiators are looking for people all over 
the world willing to support this idea by helping “Martin Aid” become part of their 
celebrations. This year, the money collected will be used to support the programmes 
of Malteser International in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

Further information: http://www.martinaid.com/ 
 
Shanghai/China: Gold medal for Veysel Tugan from Turkey 
 
At this year’s “Special Olympics” held in Shanghai, 17-year old Veysel Tugan won the gold 
medal in the 50-meter-sprint. He is one of the young people from the “Centre for children and 
young people with mental disabilities” in Izmit supported by Malteser International since the dev-
astating earthquake in 1999. The centre takes care of more than 250 children and young people. 
The “Special Olympics” is the biggest sports event worldwide for people with mental and multiple 
disabilities which is also accredited by the IOC.  - Malteser International expresses its sincere 
congratulations to Veysel Tuga. 
 
Further information:  
Sid Johann Peruvemba, mailto:sidjohann.peruvemba@malteser-international.org 

India: Annual Meeting Asia 2007-11-07 
 
This year, the Annual Meeting Asia (AMA) took place in Trivandrum, India, from 21 to 27 
October. 20 country and project coordinators of Malteser International from all over Asia came 
together with key staff from Malteser International Headquarters to discuss “Vulnerability and 
poverty reduction through livelihood and capacity building measures in post-tsunami projects”. 
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Further topics were strategy development, safety and security as well as planning and preparation 
with regard to the upcoming International Year of Sanitation. The participants also visited several 
tsunami projects realized in cooperation with “Malankara Social Service Society” (MSSS), the 
local Caritas, which has been a longstanding partner organization of Malteser International in 
India already since 1988. Among others, MSSS is involved in the promotion of micro-insurances 
for the poor. 
 
Further information: Roland Hansen, mailto:roland.hansen@malteser-international.org  
 
Berlin/Germany: Humanitarian Aid Day at the German Federal Foreign Office  

 
On 12 October, the Federal Foreign Office invited people to come along 
to Humanitarian Aid Day. Under the motto "Assuming responsibility 
worldwide", this event took place in the Federal Foreign Office's 
Atrium, which was open to the public and organized in conjunction with 
German NGOs, the United Nations and the Red Cross. After the official 
opening through the Foreign Minister, Dr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 
various relief organisations presented their work in a variegated 
exhibition. With exhibits and models from the projects in Africa and 
Asia, Malteser International informed the visitors on the topics of health, 
water/hygiene as well as shelter/protection. The day concluded with a 
panel discussion entitled “Humanitarian Aid in armed conflicts”. 
  

Further information: Petra Ipp, mailto:petra.ipp@malteser-international.org 
 
 

First Malteser International Communicators’ meeting  
 

To strengthen the communication and the cooperation 
between its member associations, Malteser International 
hosted the first Malteser International Communicators’ 
Meeting in the Malteser Kommende in Ehreshoven near 
Cologne, Germany. The meeting that took place from 18 to 
19 October was above all aimed to be a first get-together of 
those who are responsible for communication and an 
exchange of opinions and experiences. The participants 
from Austria, France, Great Britain, Hungary, Italy, 

Switzerland and Germany had the possibility to get an insight into the variety of the work of Mal-
teser International and develop recommendations for communication, both internally and exter-
nally, in their own countries. The results will be summarized in a proposal with “Recommenda-
tions for communication” which could serve as guidelines for communication of Malteser Interna-
tional in its member associations.   
 
Further information: Petra Ipp, mailto:petra.ipp@malteser-international.org 
 

 

        Ingo Radtke          Petra Ipp 


