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Floods in Africa: Emergency relief in Burkina Faso, Uganda and Kenya 
 

Malteser International helps the flood victims 
in Kenya and Uganda. Dr. Georg Nothelle, 
Head of the Africa Desk of Malteser 
International, just came back from an 
assessment tour to Uganda and Kenia. “The 
situation is much more dramatic and much 
worse than I had expected”, Dr. Nothelle 
reports. In the district of Busia, a dike burst, 
several villages have been completely 
inundated, 28,000 people are concerned. 
Thousands have fled the inundated areas. In 
Magombe, 1,750 people are searching help in 
the health centre. “The people here live 

absolutely cramped. There is little clean, potable water, latrines have been inundated, first cholera 
cases have already been suspected”, Nothelle says. Therefore, Malteser International provides 
mobile latrines for the health centre and – with the support of the catholic parish of Magombe – 
will distribute family kits containing soap, cookware and blankets for the internally displaced per-
sons.  
 

The northeast of Uganda is also hit by the 
heavy flooding. 400,000 people have lost their 
belongings; the harvest has been completely 
destroyed. “In the regions where the flood has 
had the largest impact, up to 70 percent of the 
potable water are contaminated with 
excrements and mud. In the region of Amuria 
we have to face a cholera outbreak within the 
next few days”, Nothelle reports. “Malteser 
International is preparing tents with special 
cholera beds and buying medicines. Only if we 
are prepared, the outbreak of an epidemic can 

be prevented.” In addition, mosquito nets have to be distributed. “The inundated areas are ideal 
breeding areas for the anopheles mosquito that transmits malaria”, Georg Nothelle says. “The 
number of malaria cases has already increased by more than 20 percent.”  
 
Already since mid September, the Burkina Faso emergency and ambulance corps based at Bobo 
Dioulasso, set up by the “Ordre de Malte France”, helps to transport victims to the nearest hospi-
tal structures. At the request of the Ministry of Social Affairs, the Order of Malta in Burkina Faso 
has also provided four community tents, camp beds and blankets. The heavy rain which caused 
serious flooding at the beginning of September in many regions of Burkina Faso, has killed 33 
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people, injured 76 and caused considerable material damage. More than 7,500 families are hit by 
the rains and the following inundations. The floods have not only destroyed many houses, but 
also the largest part of this year’s harvest. 
 
 
Further information: Dr. Georg Nothelle,  mailto:georg.nothelle@malteser-international.org  
 
DR Congo: Help for traumatised victims of violence in the trauma centre of 
Kaniola 
 
In the east of the Democratic Republic of Congo, rebels and armed groups are still threatening the 
population: mugging, pillages, kidnappings and sexual aggressions are a bitter part of every day 
life in the region of South Kivu. That is the reason why, since 2003, Malteser International has 
been assisting women and girls who have become victims of sexual aggression. The help aims on 
the physical and the psychical health of the victims. However, some of the people who had to ex-
perience violence and aggression are traumatised so severely that they need special professional 
psychological help. To assist and cure these victims, Malteser International started to support  the 
trauma centre of Kaniola in September 2007. Here, the patients are attended by psychologists, 
neurologists as well as ergo-therapists. Malteser International has hired a psychologist who identi-
fies victims and brings them to the trauma centre. For patients who cannot afford the treatment, 
the organisation also pays the hospital fees (four dollars per day). In addition, the medical staff of 
the centre trains family members of the traumatised persons in order to ensure a follow-up of the 
treatment after their return at home. 
 
Further information:  
Sandrine Rosenberger, mailto:sandrine.rosenberger@malteser-international.org  
 
Sudan: Trainings in basic emergency obstetrics care and HIV prevention for 
medical staff in North Darfur  
 
In August and September, Malteser International carried out trainings for staff members in health 
facilities supported by the organisation in North Darfur. The aim was to provide the medical staff 
with adequate knowledge about common emergency obstetrics cases as well as HIV/AIDS and its 
ways of transmission. Main emphasis was put on the prevention of HIV infections in the health 
facilities and the sensitisation of the participants for general precautions. By this means, the 
health staff will also be able to make others aware of the risks and the ways of HIV/AIDS infec-
tions.  
 

The trainers identified the types of emergencies in the 
health facilities and offered information on 
appropriate case management methods. They also 
clarified myths about the HI Virus (like the myth, that 
it is transmitted through mosquitoes). Group work on 
gender roles in prevention of HIV transmission 
elicited that most of the participants were aware of 
the social issues affecting men and women regarding 
HIV transmission and the challenges faced in 
prevention of the same. During the training, the 
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participants were given opportunities to ask questions on issues they face in the health facilities.  
Malteser International carries out further trainings on different issues in many health centres in 
North Darfur. 
 
Further information: Nicole Moran, mailto:nicole.moran@malteser-international.org  
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Cambodia I: Community-based health insurance (CBHI) implemented in six 
villages  

 
In August 2005, Malteser International together with its 
local partner, the Cambodian Health and Human Rights 
Alliance (CHHRA), started a community-based health 
insurance system in remote villages in the province of 
Oddar Meanchey in the northwest of Cambodia. The aim of 
the project was to improve the health situation in the 
villages and to reduce poverty by predictable health 
payments and avoidance of high health expenditures. 
 

By the end of the pilot phase in October 2007, the CBHI scheme has been implemented in six vil-
lages with 1,100 individuals now being protected thanks to their health insurance membership. In 
general, the use of health facilities has been increased and those who join the scheme are satisfied 
with the benefit they receive. However, there is a need of further development as many villagers 
still lack knowledge on the scheme and its purpose. Therefore, additional campaigns organised by 
the village insurance committee, Malteser International and CHHRA are conducted at present to 
keep members enrolled and increase the number of new enrolments.  
 
The project will be continued with the support of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development of Germany. The goal of the next project phase is to establish five more village 
insurances and to open the health insurance also to surrounding villages. Moreover, an umbrella 
organisation for all villages with CBHI schemes should serve as a platform to exchange experi-
ences, problems and accomplishments.  
 
Further information: Roland Hansen, mailto:roland.hansen@malteser-international.org   
 
Cambodia II: Villagers celebrate opening of their new community centre 
 
At the end of September, Malteser International will hand out the last one of 20 community cen-
tres – which the organisation had built together with its local partner, Cambodian Health and 
Human Rights Alliance, to the 447 villagers of Tuolsvay in the province of Oddar Meanchey. The 
villagers, who were significantly involved in the construction of the centre, are glad to have a 
place where they can meet and discuss the problems of their village. The community centres were 
built within the framework of a health project for 110 villages in Oddar Meanchey. This project is 
supported by the Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development of Germany. 
 
Further information: Roland Hansen, mailto:roland.hansen@malteser-international.org 
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India: Inauguration of a drop-in counselling centre for tsunami victims 
 
Nearly three years after the tsunami, for many inhabitants of the affected coastal villages of India, 
the living situation has not yet normalised. Many of those who lost relatives or all their belong-
ings still struggle in order to cope with the losses. To date, many of them suffer from sleepless-
ness, permanent headache, depression and lost interest in life. Children cannot concentrate in 
school lessons or react aggressively on a sudden. Family members or neighbours often do not 
know how to help. 

 
In two districts along the coasts of Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu, Malteser International together with local partner 
organisations has been offering psycho-social care. 
Shortly after the tsunami, volunteers of 13 coastal villages 
were mobilised and trained in psycho-social work by the 
Indian National Institute for Mental Health and Neuro-
Science. In order to provide long-term support for the 
victims, a drop-in counselling centre was built in Sahayi 
where people with mental problems will find help also in 
the next years. This centre was inaugurated on the 23rd of 
August 2007, and the first patients have already been 

treated. A psychologist provides counselling services four days a week. Additionally, yoga 
courses are offered, and stress reduction techniques are taught in groups.  
 
Further information:  
Annette Wächter-Schneider, mailto:annette.waechter@malteser-international.org 
 
India and Pakistan: Flood relief for vulnerable families 
 

In August and September, Malteser International 
supported the victims of the severe floods in India and 
Pakistan. In India, the organisation was active in Bihar 
and Uttar Pradesh, two of the poorest states in India. 
Through its Indian partner organisation Unnati, Malteser 
International distributed food kits to 2,100 families. “The 
floods caused by extraordinarily heavy rains have com-
pletely destroyed thousands of villages. The inhabitants 
are now crouching on hills and embankments, in urgent 
need for help”, Binoy Acharya, the director of Unnati, 
reported from the crisis region. “We go to the most 

remote areas and bring rice, oil and other foodstuff that is indispensable for survival.” The needi-
est families have not only been given food, but also bamboos, plastic tarps, rope, etc. for the con-
struction of temporary shelters.  
 
In Pakistan, Malteser International distributed survival kits to 1,000 families who lost their be-
longings in the floods. The packages included plastic tarps and sleeping mats, as well as water 
cans, water purification tablets and sanitary products like soap. Furthermore, Malteser staff in-
formed the population about important hygiene measures. A Pakistani doctor, a midwife and local 
health workers advised the people of how to treat the water to make it potable.  
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Further information:  
Annette Wächter-Schneider, mailto:annette.waechter@malteser-international.org, and  
Dr. Jürgen Clemens, mailto:juergen.clemens@malteser-international.org 

Indonesia: Medical emergency relief for earthquake victims 
 
After the earthquakes in Indonesia mid-September, Malteser International provided medical 
emergency relief via its Indonesian partner organisation YEU (Yakkum Emergency Unit). “The 
earthquakes damaged numerous houses, many people have been injured”, Roland Hansen, Head 
of the Asia Desk of Malteser International, reported after phone calls to the Malteser International 
staff in Sumatra „The public hospital in Bengkulu urgently asked for help. Our partner organisa-
tion sent a doctor and a nurse to support the hospital team.“ 
 
The first earthquake that hit the region registered 8.2 on the Richter scale and was followed by 
two further big quakes. Staff members of Malteser International reported that there was panic be-
cause of the tsunami warning issued shortly after the quakes. 
 
Further information: Wiltrud Gutsmiedl, mailto:wiltrud.gutsmiedl@malteser-international.org 
 
Pakistan:  Winter relief project in Kohistan successfully completed 
 
In May, Malteser International completed its winter relief project for mountain villagers in Kohis-
tan cut off from health services. Kohistan is the second poorest district of Pakistan. In Palas Val-
ley, an especially remote region within Kohistan, there is hardly any primary health service avail-
able. Even before the earthquake of 8 October 2005, there was no fully functioning basic health 
unit in the valley. Maternal and child mortality rates are very high. Moreover, in the winter 
2006/07, most of families affected by the earthquake still lived in transitional shelters.  
 

From December to May, two medical teams of Malteser 
International worked with mobile clinics at five 
temporary sites selected by union councils of Palas, 
mostly organised in not functional schools. In the course 
of the project, it was possible to minimize the risks of 
severe diseases and death for the most vulnerable groups, 
especially children under five, pregnant women as well as 
elderly, chronically sick and disabled people. Women and 
children are particularly in need of medical assistance as - 
according to local customs and traditions - they are not 

allowed to leave the valley in search for health services. In total, a number of 7,303 patients bene-
fited from the project.  
 
Further information: Dr. Jürgen Clemens: mailto:juergen.clemens@malteser-international.org  
 
Thailand: Health workshop in Chiang Mai  
 
During August 2007, the Health Desk of Malteser International organised a regional health work-
shop in Chiang Mai, Thailand, for staff working in projects in Asia to discuss topics on 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. The participants also talked about cross-sectional issues like 
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psycho-social care, community based health insurance schemes, assessment and survey tool as 
well as how to monitor and evaluate projects. Malteser International staff as well as external spe-
cialists from UNHCR and the universities in Mahidol and Chiang Mai gave presentations. In to-
tal, 17 Malteser staff members from various Asian countries and two representatives from an Ital-
ian foundation based in China participated in the workshop.  
 
Further information: Marie-Teres Benner: mailto:mariet.benner@malteser-international.org  
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Peru: Emergency relief and rehabilitation measures for earthquake victims 
 

With the support of Malteser International and the donations of 
the international network of the Order of Malta, the Peruvian 
Association of the Order of Malta and Malteser Peru 
accomplish emergency relief and rehabilitation projects for the 
victims of the strong earthquake of the 15 August. The quake 
made more 100,000 people homeless. Besides the distribution 
of foodstuff, medicines and clothes to the neediest of the 
victims, a bakery and a soup kitchen shall be established in 
order to provide the needy and to serve as income generating 

measure for the destitute population. Furthermore, disaster preparedness measures are being 
planned, e.g. trainings and capacity building for the population. 
 
Further information: Sid Johann Peruvemba, mailto:sid.peruvemba@malteser-international.org 
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Africa: 
 
On 1 September, Mr Christian Hauptmann left for the Democratic Republic of Congo to work 
as a Liaison Officer in Kinshasa.  
 
Further information: Renate Esser, mailto:renate.esser@malteser-international.org  
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Grand honour for the President of Malteser International 
 
The President of Malteser International, Mr Nicolas de Cock de Rameyen, has been awarded the 
Grand Cross „de gratia e devozione“ of the Sovereign Order of Malta. The Grand Master and the 
Order’s Government therewith pay tribute to the long lasting merits of Mr de Cock. The pilgrim-
age to Lourdes was at the origins of his contact to the Order of Malta to which he was admitted in 
1982. Since 1994, Mr De Cock has been showing an outstanding commitment for the foreign aid 
work of the Order of Malta. When the “Emergency Corps Order of Malta” (ECOM) was founded, 
Mr de Cock de Rameyen first became Vice-President, then President of ECOM. Since the foun-
dation of Malteser International in 2005, he is President of Malteser International. 
 
For further information: Ingo Radtke, mailto:ingo.radtke@malteser-international.org  
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High decoration for Mr Richard Freiherr von Steeb 
 
Before an official lunch on 20 September in the presence, a.o. of the Grand Chancellor, the Grand 
Hospitaller and various Ambassadors of the Order, as well as the Vienna Conference Steering 
Committee, Mr Richard Freiherr von Steeb, Vice-President of Malteser International, was deco-
rated with the Cross of Commander of the Order of Malta  “pro merito mellitensi” by the Grand 
Chancellor. He was awarded in recognition of his work during his mandate as Magistral Delegate 
of the Slovenian Association. 
 
Further information: Ingo Radtke, mailto:ingo.radtke@malteser-international.org  
 
Deciders’ visit to Cambodia and Indonesia 

 
From 12 September to 24 September 2007, Mr Nicolas de 
Cock de Rameyen visited the CIOMAL programme in 
Cambodia as well as several projects of Malteser International 
in Cambodia and Indonesia. He was accompanied by: 
- H. Exc. Mr James Dominguez, Ambassador of the Sovereign 
Order of Malta for South-East    
  Asia and the Far East 
- H. Exc. Mr Michael Khoo, President of the Singapore 

Association of the Order of Malta 
- H. Exc. Mr Michael Mann, Ambassador of the Sovereign Order of Malta to Cambodia and  
  Thailand 
On a regular basis, Mr de Cock de Rameyen reported about his impressions and experiences. 
Please find his travel diary on our homepage. 
 

On the occasion of the delegation’s visit to the project location in 
Samrong, the capital of the province of Oddar Meanchey in Thailand, 
Dr. Ouk Kim Soeun, Director of the Provincial Health Department in 
Samrong, was awarded the Malteser Jubilee Medal in recognition of his 
important support of the work of Malteser International in Oddar 
Meanchey province. The decoration was handed over by the President 
of Malteser International during an official ceremony that took place in 
the Provincial Health Department.  
 
Further information: Ingo Radtke, mailto:ingo.radtke@malteser-
international.org  
 

 
High decoration for Mr Lothar Berres 
 
On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Malteser Krefeld/Germany, Mr Lothar Berres, deputy 
representative of the Malteser branch in Krefeld, was decorated with the Officer’s Cross “pro 
merito mellitensi” by Johannes Freiherr Heereman, Executive President of Malteser Germany, 
and the provisional diocesan leader, Elisabeth Countess Vitzthum. Besides Berres’ activities for 
Malteser Germany, Freiherr Heereman particularly pointed out his commitment for the Emer-
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gency Corps Order of Malta (ECOM) for more than 15 years. With his excellent knowledge about 
water purification, Berres has been an invaluable support for several projects in Iraq, Rwanda, the 
Kosovo as well as in different Asian countries.   
 
Further information: Ingo Radtke, mailto:ingo.radtke@malteser-international.org  

 

Ingo Radtke     Petra Ipp 


