REPORT OF THE PRISON MINISTRY COMMITTEE

January 1 to June 30, 2010
During the past six months, our first American Association issue of “The Serving Brother”, developed by Steve Caron, KM has just been published and is being distributed throughout the American Association. This publication is intended for the incarcerated. We plan to publish several issues per year.   
The present issue, the first published under the auspices of the American Association has had a press run of 25,000 copies. The editorial theme focuses on our patron, Saint John the Baptist. It is now being circulated in jails and prisons in the following states: Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Florida, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Okalahoma, Arkansas, Texas and the Virgin Islands. The Editorial board is especially pleased that the Order’s Jerosolimitan nuns –serving the Order from their cloistered monastery in Valetta since bring founded by Grand Master Verdalle in 1582—has agreed to support the American Association’s Prison Ministry effort by spiritually visiting with prisoners and responding to their written prayer requests via the new Church Without Walls program introduced in this edition of “The Serving Brother”.  
We have responded to inquires received from the presidents of the Spanish and Portuguese Associations of the Order of Malta who are considering in one case starting and in the other enhancing their efforts in prison ministry in their respective countries. I also met with three representatives of the Maltese Association in Lourdes. They are starting a program in prison ministry in Malta and wanted to learn from our experience. We sent them a modest quantity of English language prayerbooks and bibles.  

During the past six months, we shipped 3500 English bibles, 2325 Spanish bibles, 8400 English prayerbooks and 5000 Spanish language prayerbooks.  
REPORTS FROM THE FIELD
Marion Glennon, DM our point person for the Westchester Area reports that her group of six dames regularly visits and assists inmates at the maximum security facility for women in Bedford Hills, New York. Her group prays with the inmates when appropriate or asked, listens to them and tries to bring some “fresh air” and conversation from the outside. Her group collects magazines for the inmates and helps them with crafts, etc. Their visits are very important because many of the inmates live a great distance from Bedford Hills and consequently receive few visitors.
Andy Vissicchio, KM reports from Florida that the last remaining diocese in Florida, in which we were not active, the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee has been approached by Andy and would very much welcome our involvement with them. This diocese services 26 correctional institutions. With Pensacola-Tallahassee, we will have active programs underway in all seven dioceses in Florida.
Tom Garesche, KM who handles prison ministry for us in New Hampshire but is also involved in Florida with Tom and Courtney Price has forwarded some comments from our incarcerated brothers from the DeSota Correctional Institution and the Florida Civil Commitment Center in the Diocese of Venice where our products are distributed. One inmate writes (his own words) “us inmate loves the gift and books you sent us with out it I won’t have hope and faith. Thank you with all my heart and soul for making me a better Christian”--- (name withheld). We have received a number of other hand written messages from these institutions comparable to the preceding. 

Joe Sokolowski, MD, KM writes from Camden, New Jersey. The prison ministry project C.O. P.E. (Children Obtaining a Positive Environment) has now provided over 100 mentors for the children of Camden whose parents are currently incarcerated. Continuing efforts are being made to increase the number of trained mentors. As the Co-hospitaller for the Diocese of Camden I have been assigned a young man whose father is currently in federal prison. Both of us are hopeful that this will foster goals and ideals that will keep him out of prison later in life. 
We are increasing our local and state contacts in prison ministry with rehabilitation programs for parolees, representatives of the New Jersey State Parole Board, the Federal Marshall’s Service for the state of new Jersey, Community Relations representative of the Camden Police Department and a variety of other organizations that address the needs of parolees and their families. We are collaborating with the Senator Walter Rand Institute for Public Affairs of Rutgers University to develop in the fall a meeting in Camden which will bring together all parties involved in serving the needs of re-entry into the community of ex-offenders. 

Joe Price reports from the Diocese of Venice, Florida that we are working closely with the administrator of prison ministry outreach, Sister Mary Hope in Naples. During the first six months of the year, we have supplied Sister with 500 English language bibles, 250 Spanish language bibles and 500 English language prayerbooks.

Fred Crowe, Km reports that the main effort in Indiana Prison Ministry is to establish a results oriented re-entry program which is needed to reduce the recidivism rate. We are presently getting the key players together and hope to have a working program in 2011. We are finding in our research that several communities and some states are actively starting such programs. This action is to a certain extent the result of the ever increasing cost of prisons on tight budgets. However, it is action that should have been addressed years ago.  

Fred writes that he so very pleased to see so many Areas of Malta taking on prison ministry which is certainly in line with our mission to the sick and the poor.
John Santa, Km reports that the video developed on Project Prodigal has won two awards. As reported previously, Project Prodigal, produced by the Fairfield University Media Center is an outreach of the Order of Malta Prison Volunteers of Connecticut. Members of this community organization are brought together by a common interest in assisting those incarcerated in state prisons, their families and their victims. This video highlights one aspect of the Order’s efforts …convincing local businesses to hire ex-offenders. In the opening statement of the video, John Santa, KM telegraphs the essence of the problem and the message of the video…”There are approximately 700,000 people who will get out of prison every year in America. And so, just think to yourself…would it be better to hire an ex-offender on the street with a job…or without a job?”    

This video has been recognized with an Award of Distinction
from the Videographer Awards and a Bronze Telly from the 31st Annual Telly Awards.
William F. Benedict, KM and Theresa Benedict, DM on behalf of the New Jersey Order of Malta Prison Ministry Inc. (NJOMPMI) report that a Mentoring-Job Readiness Program is up and working at Eva’s Village in Paterson, New Jersey. The emphasis of the Program is on employment-focused programs that incorporate mentoring, job training, interview skills, job placement and other transitional skills. Designed to be a collaborative endeavor, the monitoring network program will help make a successful transition for ex-offenders to society. When one person mentors, two lives are changed! 
Eva’s village was founded in 1982 by Rev. Msgr. Vincent R. Puma as a simple kitchen to feed the homeless, provide medical care to the sick and rehabilitate the addicted, while respecting the individual rights and dignity of each person. Eva’s has grown into the most respected anti-poverty program in New Jersey with its proven record of accomplishments.  
At the most recent NJOMPMI Board meeting, we introduced our special guest, Professor Charley Flint, Ph.D., Department of Sociology and Coordinator of the Criminal Justice Program, William Paterson University, Wayne, New Jersey. Under the direction of Professor Flint, students in an internship program will participate in the Mentoring-Job Readiness Program at Eva’s Village, commencing with the fall 2010 semester. Students will also provide GED instruction to clients.
In addition to working with Eva’s Village, we are actively involved with and supporting Rev. John Corbett, Director of Beth Miriam, Jersey City. Beth Miriam provides suitable, safe, and drug-free housing to women in transition from prison to society. Our support is in an advisory, financial and physical plant capacity.
As one can see, the New Jersey Order of Malta Prison ministry Inc.(NJOMPMI) and all its works, dovetails nicely with Eva’s Village and Beth Miriam.
Presently, we have 50+ Knights, Dames, priests, sisters and volunteers actively participating in prison ministry.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

During the next few months, I will be contacting our prison ministers in our 21 participating areas to see how we can help them increase even further our outreach to the incarcerated, ex-offenders and their families. In addition, efforts will continue to be made to expand our outreach to the remaining areas of the Association not now participating in this apostolate. 
Respectfully Submitted

Robert J. Fredericks, Ph.D., K.M.Ob.

Chair, Prison Ministry
